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2013 Grant Recipient, North Street Playhouse Now In Third Decade

)0

A $40,000 grant from the Eastern Shore of Virginia Community
Foundation, along with monies from a current fund drive, will aid The
North Street Playhouse as it moves through its third decade playing to
audiences in Onancock.

Terry Bliss, artistic director of the playhouse, said plans call for making
“optimal use of the space we have to make it more appealing and “user
triendly” for patrons as well as actors, designers, crews and guest artists.”
“Aside from growing artistically over the last 14 years, we have grown into
our space, using and reconfiguring the use of almost every nook and cranny,
as we added sets, props and costumes to our inventory over the course of
time. She said plans call for changing the inside entrance and opening up
the lobby/café area of the theatre to create a better “traffic flow” for patrons
coming to performances, which will also enable expansion of the ‘wing’/oft
stage space on the lobby side of the stage.”

In addition,a new building will be constructed behind the theatre to serve
as a storage and scene shop. This will allow reconfiguring of the current
scene shop, dressing and storage areas and the adding of a bathroom,
kitchen and laundry facilities, Bliss said. The $40,000 grant from ESVCF
will be used to construct the new building, which will be built on a lot to
the rear of the theatre owned by the Playhouse, and currently used strictly
tor parking. However, Bliss said, “ample parking will still be available.”

Bliss went on to say with the addition
of the new building, space will now
allow for a kitchen area in the theatre
making “our location more attractive
to other groups who may wish to use
the building for events and will be of
great value in those productions which
include food.” She also noted, “The
laundry facilities will enable us to better
care for costumes, giving them both a
better appearance and a longer life.”

Upgrading  theatre  equipment
including, flooring, lighting instruments
and controllers, sound system, curtain
tracks, communications system, and
LCD projector will be done with funds
derived from the current campaign.

Many folks may wonder about The
North Street Playhouse’s name, “after
all, the theatre is located on Market
Street, not North Street, in Onancock”,

Bliss noted. “The name harkens back
over two decades to the not-for-profit

Cindy Downing, left, and Beth Temple, Campaign Chairs,
along with North Street Playhouse President Tim Croke and Artistic
Director Terry Bliss view the $40,000 ESVCF grant check to be used

theater’s beginnings”, she said. The theatre got its name in 1986 when
Bliss was asked to put together a play for the Eastern Shore Yacht and
Country Club. “We figured we needed to have a name and my house
was on North Street”, she said, “So the North Street Playhouse House
was born.”

Located at 4 North Street, in a 1300 square foot building, the theatre
had its “first” home. In 1999 the Market Street location was purchased
and extensive renovations begun, turning the 8,945 square foot empty
space (known as the old Silco building) into a theatre, dressing rooms,
scene shop and offices. Aside from one matching grant from the state
in 2001 and a grant from The Norfolk Foundation (now the Hampton
Roads Community Foundation) ten years ago, all maintenance issues
and improvements to the theatre have been handled through loans and
contributions.

Now in its third decade, the theatre has produced 180 productions of
147 plays and musicals, since the Market Street location was purchased
and opened with its first production on May 5, 2000, and more than
40,000 have attended productions since that time. Currently, the theatre
is operating on a budget of between $95 and $100,000 (most spent
locally) with more than 1000 participants (performers, stage crew and
designers), who are mostly volunteers. Productions regularly include

children, youths, seniors, and minorities
in all aspects of productions. Seasons
regularly include classics, contemporary
works, and new works.

For the last ten years The North Street
Playhouse has produced an annual two
week theatre camp, drawing students
from New York, New Jersey, Kentucky,
Washington, Philadelphia and across
Virginia, as well as from the Eastern
Shore. Camp sessions have culminated
with performances such as Music
Theatre International’s “Jr.” versions
of The Music Man, Once on this Island,
Pirates of Penzance, and Thoroughly
Modern Millie. In the recently
completed 2014 camp with the largest
ever enrollment (33 children), three sold
out performances of Hairspray, Jr. was
produced.

Construction of the new building
will begin shortly as the theatre moves
toward its fourth decade of entertaining
audiences with productions for all tastes.

for constructing the playbouse's new storage and scene building.




Foundation Supporters

Famiry, CHILD &
SociAL WELFARE
Improve the quality of life for families

& communities, particularly in the
areas of basic human needs

PusLic & Civic LiFE
Preserve and increase access to our
unique community assets.

EpucaTtioN
Improve students’ readiness to learn and

ability to succeed in school and life.

HEeALTH
Support healthcare services and
wellness education through
community-based organizations

ARrTS & CULTURE
Promote broad-based participation in
arts and cultural activities

ENVIRONMENT
Support environmental
preservation and education.
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Our Mission Our Values

‘The Eastern Shore of Virginia Community Foundation
is guided by certain values and principles.

We Believe:

Building a permanent unrestricted endowment provides the best
resource for meeting the future needs of the community.

Making strategic and transformational grants is the most effective way
to create positive changes in the community and inspire philanthropy.

Funding across a spectrum of social services, the arts, civic projects
and the environment is our mandate; focusing on education and
healthy families as the foundation for individual success and
community vitality is our priority.

Treating our donors, grant applicants, volunteers and employees
with equal respect is essential to the success of our mission.
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Legacy Society

Inspiring Philanthropy and Enriching Lives
On Virginia’s Eastern Shore
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